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Barcelona “green city”

  A “green city” paradigm

A modern city with traditional traits and a “green” role 
A few days in Barcelona are enough in order to realize that this cosmopolitan 
destination is an ecological marvel, a “green” paradigm for many European cities 
to follow...

A walk around Barcelona’s picturesque streets in 
the northern part of the city reveals the “green” 
face of modern Spain. It is evident that a lot of 
elaborate thinking took place for the creation of a 
multi-faceted environmental program that takes 
advantage of every single element that would 
create value to the lives of the citizens of a 
beautiful metropolis like Barcelona.  

Our companion in this stroll is Toni Pujol, an 
environmental scientist who works as the Director 

of International Affairs in the Environment 
Department of the City of Barcelona. 

Toni is an interesting personality, an easy-going and 
sophisticated young Catalonian particularly suited 
for his job. He speaks English fluently and nicely 
explains how Barcelona made it and earned a 
distinction as a leading European “green” city.  

He choses to guide us around the 30K zone near his 
office, an area where motor car drivers have to 
maintain a speed limit of 30km/h and be very 
careful with pedestrians, who have a clear priority 
in these narrow streets.   

Nobody is blowing 
a horn here or 
feeling nervous with 
the throttle and the 
lazy movement of 
fellow drivers, 
pedestrians and 
bicycles. Everyone 
pays respect to the 

30K rules to the extent that this behavior sharply 
contrasts to the usual rude practices of Italian or 
Greek drivers, who simply can not help showing 
their high temper Mediterranean personalities 
behind the helm… 
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Not an 
ordinary 

waste 
collecting 

point 
Waste 
management is 

an important  element of Barcelona’s sustainability 
program. Apart from dedicated plastic, paper and 
glass waste containers, the City of Barcelona uses 

special containers in order to collect organic waste. 
These containers use easy-to-identify signage, as the 
pictures show. The marking is a raised design in 
order to be identified by blind citizens. Moreover, 

each container is 
equipped with 
specially-designed 
handles and levers 
that allow impaired 
citizens to easily 
raise the lid and 
throw waste. 

order for drivers to understand 
that -compared to pedestrians, 
they are second-class citizens 
when they drive around here. 

This is the fate of cars and their 
unfortunate owners in Barcelona. 
And this makes sense as 80% of 
the city’s commutes are covered 
by the efficient public 
transportation system. Only 20% 
of the transport needs are made 
by private vehicles. In addition, it  
is very difficult to find roadside 
parking space as the blue-zone 
area is only reserved for residents 
and the green-zone parking limit 
is only 2 hours. Therefore, taking 
your car for the downtown 
shopping trip can turn out to be a 
costly and inconvenient 
exercise… 

Barcelona’s residents also love 
the bike sharing system that 

easily allows to pick up a bicycle 
from the port area and leave it 
near the city-centre. No matter if 
it’s day or night, winter or 
summer, Spaniards don’t hesitate 
to use their bikes and go 
anywhere. 

It is important to note that bike 
sharing is only available to 
residents as tourists can only rent 
a bike from dedicated shops if 
they wish to go on two wheels.  

As far as the use of scooters and 
motorcycles is concerned, drivers 
can easily park in dedicated 
places instead of using the 
street’s pavement - a nightmare 
that burdens Greece’s major 
cities. 

“Everything has been carefully 
planned in order to provide a 
better standard of living”, Toni 

keeps on reminding us during the 
tour. And this is evident in every 
corner of the street. 

Take as an example the special 
areas where citizens can get rid 
of their Christmas trees after the 

season’s end (see the picture 
exactly above). Or think about 
the street waste bins that were 
designed with a special cigarette 
extinguishing hole in order to 
avoid littering.  

We are in love with Barcelona!
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PERFECT ORDER!

  Click HERE and listen to the interview with Toni Pujol 

If you want to learn more about Barcelona’s sustainability program 
and discover the Environment Department’s “green” policies, you may 
listen to a 30-minute interview with environmental scientist Toni Pujol 
(right). The interview took place in Barcelona on January 18, 2012 and 
the discussion was administered by Savas Kalfas (left), Managing 
Director of Auto Business Review.

This is how drivers, pedestrians and workers 
can harmoniously live in the street. Note the 
height of the pavement which meets the road 
at the very same level. Watch the truck in 
front that slowly uses its crane to unload   
merchandise - without anyone cursing or 
blowing the horn. See the confident lady 
walking in front of a hybrid vehicle. 
Welcome to everyday Barcelona...
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